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sailed for Bombay. These proceedings were not
of happy augury for the success of the expedition.
The pirates had information of the squadron being
in the Indian seas, and were doubtless kept hence-
forth informed, from time to time, of its movements
through their various sources of intelligence.
Taylor, satisfied with his gains, sailed for the
West Indies and surrendered to the Spaniards,
who gave him a commission.

Matthews' first act on dropping anchor, was
to force the native vessels in harbour, belonging
to Bombay traders, to strike the English colours
they were in the habit of displaying, and h.e next
embarked in a squabble with, the Governor as to
who was to fire the first salute, a matter that
was not settled without many messages to and
fro. The officers of the squadron, taking their
cue from Matthews, c looked as much superior
to us/ Downing tells us, c as the greatness of their
ambition could possibly lead them. There were
daily duels fought by one or other of them, and
challenges perpetually sent round the island by the
gentlemen of the navy/ The duels seem mostly
to have taken place among the naval officers, who
must have been a quarrelsome lot. On the voyage